
PRESIDENT nEN.TAMI~ llARRISON'S ADDRESS.

President Benjamin Harrison waa next introduced, and spoke as fol-
lows:
]'lr. President and Fe/low-Citizens: :

I did not expect to make any address on this occasion. It would have i
been pleasant, if I could have found leillure to make suitable prepara-

\tion, to have accepted the invitation of the Committee having these exer-
cises in charge, to deliver an oration. I would have felt it an honor to
as.~ociate my name with an occasion so great as this. Public dutief',
however, prevented the acceptance of the invitation, and I could only
promise to be present with you to-day. It seemed to me most appropriate
that I should lake part with my f.:llo,v-citizen3 of Indiana in th;,; great
ceremony. There have heen few nccasions in the history of our State so
full of interest, so magnificent, so inspiring, as that which we now witness.
The suggestion that a monument should be builded to commemorate the
valor and heroism of those soldiers of Indiana who gave theIr lives for
the flag, attracted Iuy interest from the beginning. Five years ago last
Janu~y, when the people asselubled in the opera-house yonder to unveil
the statue which had been worthily set up to our great war Governor, I
ventured to expresp the hope that near hy it, as a twin expression of one
great sentiment, there might be builded a noble shaft, not to any man,
not to bear on any of its majestic faces the name of man, but a monu-
ment about which the sons of veterans, the mothers of our dead, the
widows that are yet with u~, might gather, and, pointing to the stately
shaft, say: "There is his monument." The hope expressed that day is
realized now.

I congratulate the people of Indiana that our Legi3lature has gener-
ously met the expectations of our patriotic people. I congratulate the
Commission having this great work in charge, that they have secured a
design which will not suffer under the criticism of the best artists of the
world. I congratulate you tb"t a monument so costly as to show that we
value that which it commemO!'i\t~, so :Lrtistic as to express the sentiment
which evoked it, is to stand in the capital of Indiana. Does anyone say
there is ,vastefulness here? : ,.ies of ..No, no !"] My countrymen, two
hundred thousand dollars h:l-, ","r p:"..cd, :lnd never will pass, from the

treaAtlry o( Indiana, that will give a better return than the expenditu
(or the erectioll o( thi.'i Monument. As I have witneBsed these ceremoni,
and liAtened to tbese patriotic hymns, [ have read in the (ace-'! o( the m~
who stand about me that lifting up o( tbe soul, that kindling o( patriot:
firl', that has made me realize that on such occasions the Nation is layin
deep and strong its future se<'urity.

This is a monument by Indiana to Indiana soldiers. But I beg yo
to rl'member that they were only soldiers of Indiana until the enlistmen
oath was taken; that from that hour until they came back to the gener
OUR State that had sent them forth they were soldiers of the Union. S.
that it seemed to me not inappropriate that I should bring to you to-da:
the sympathy and cheer of the loyal peqple of all the States. No Amer
ican citizen need avoid. it, or pass it with unsympathetic eyes, (or, mJ
countrymen, it does not commemorate a war of subjugation. .There it
i.'Jt in the United States to-day a man who, i( he realizes what has oc
c.'lrred since the war, and has opened his soul to the sight o( that whicb
i, to come, who will not feel that it is good for all our people that victorJ
c;owned the cause which this Monument commemoratt's. I do seriousry
1 "Iieve that if we can mellsure among the Statc!S the benefits resulting

om the preservation of the Union, the rebellious States have the larger
.are. It destroJed an institution that was their destruction. It opened

the way for a commercial life that, if they will only embrace it, and face
the light, means to them a development that shall rival the best attain-
ments of the greatest of our States.

And now let me thank you for your pleasant greeting. I have felt
lifted up by this occasion. It seems to me that our spirits have been
borne up to meet those of the dead and glorified, and that from this place
we shall go to our homes more resolutely set in our purpose as citizens to
conserve the peace and welfare of our neighborhoods, to hold up the dig-
nity and honor of our free institutions, and to see that no harm shall
come to our country, \vhether from internal diAsensions or from the ag-
gressions of a foreign foe.


